
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning for a More 
Sustainable Future


	
Kimberly	Brandt	

1000	Friends	of	Maryland	
	

	



1000 Friends of Maryland

90%	of	all	new	development	by	2035	occurs	in	
areas	targeted	for	growth	and	redevelopment	



1000 Friends of Maryland

Public	and	private	investment	in	areas	targeted	
for	development	is	high	quality,	well-planned	and	

meets	the	needs	of	the	ENTIRE	community	



1000 Friends of Maryland

Rural	land	lost	to	development	by	2050	is	

greatly	minimized,	from	the	projected	loss	of	
over	400,000	acres	to	fewer	than	100,000	acres	



1000	Friends	of	Maryland																								MD	Ornithological	Society	
AMP	Creeks	Council	 	 	Mason	Springs	Conservancy	
Audubon	Maryland-DC	 	 	MaTawoman	Watershed	Society	
Chapman	Forest	FoundaVon	 	Nanjemoy-Potomac	Environmental	 		 		
Chesapeake	Bay	FoundaVon	 				CoaliVon	
Clean	Water	AcVon	 	 	Potomac	River	AssociaVon	
CoaliVon	for	Smarter	Growth 	Potomac	Riverkeeper	Network	 		
Conservancy	for	Charles	County 	Sierra	Club	–	Maryland	Chapter		
MD	Bass	NaVon 	 	 	Sierra	Club	–	Southern	Maryland	Group	
MD	ConservaVon	Council 	 	South	Hampton	HOA	
MD	League	of	ConservaVon	Voters 	Southern	Maryland	Audubon	Society	
MD	NaVve	Plant	Society	 	 	St.	Mary’s	River	Watershed	AssociaVon	

	 		
	 	 					 	 	 		
	 		
	 		



Cross County Connector

• New	highway	in	the	MaTawoman	watershed	
• Designed	to	open	up	forested	land	for	sprawl	
residenVal	development	
• Deemed	“contrary	to	the		
			public	interest”	by	the	ACOE	
• Required	state	and	federal		
			permits	denied	in	2011-12		
• Finally	removed	from	the		
			county	budget	in	2015		



2006 Comprehensive Plan


• Development	District	larger	than	D.C.	
• Large	lot	residenVal	almost	everywhere	else	
• Process	to	update		
			begins	in	2011	



Planning vs. ReacBng

PlanVng	the	seed	for	your	desired	future		

instead	of	
ReacVng	to	someone	else’s	desired	future	



The Comp Plan Campaign




DNR:	GreenPrint	TEAs	via	MERLIN	

`	

DC	

About Charles County




About Charles County

• 153,000	residents	in	2013	
• 26,000	residents	added	from	2000-2010,	a	
21%	increase	
• Lower	housing	costs	than	other	jurisdicVons	
in	the	DC	area	
• 60%	of	workers		
			commute	out	of		
			the	county	



About Charles County


• Highest	property	tax	
rate	of	any	MD	county	

• Longest	average	
commute	Vme	in	MD	

• The	most	portable	
classrooms,	per	
capita,	in	the	state	



American	Lotus	
Nelumbo	lutea	

About Charles County


2nd	in	MD	for	Targeted	

Ecological	Areas:	“most	

ecologically	important	

lands	and	waters	on	a	

statewide	basis.”	





17,000	acres	
Important	Bird	Area	
	
A	tri-state	hot-spot	
for	birds	

Extensive Forest Interior Habitat 







Largemouth Bass Fishery




The 2016 Charles County 
Comprehensive Plan




Reduced	from	52,220	acres	to	22,189	acres	–	a	
57.5%	decrease	–	so	its	boundaries	now	match	
those	of	the	Priority	Funding	Areas.	

		

2006	plan	 2016	plan	

Development District




Watershed ConservaBon District

Protects	
•  the	headwaters	of	the	Port	Tobacco	River	
•  the	MaTawoman	stream	valley		
• much	of	the	MaTawoman	watershed		
by	limiVng	development	to	one	unit	per	20	
acres	–	the	most	protecVve	in	the	county.		





Priority PreservaBon Area

Expanded	to	include	forestland	in	the	western	
county	–	51,996	acres	to	134,168	acres	



Rural Development Controls


88,000	acres	of	GreenPrint	Targeted	Ecological	
Areas	originally	slated	for	low-density	
development	on	sepVc	systems	now	limited	to	
minor	subdivisions		



• Calls	for	a	Nanjemoy/MaTawoman	Rural	Legacy	
area	to	help	landowners	obtain	conservaVon	
easements.	
• Prevents	the	expenditure	of	an	esVmated	$2	
billion	on	new	road	construcVon	and	future	
maintenance	by	the	public	and	private	sectors.		
• Converts	the	Cross	County	Connector	into	a	
hiker-biker	trail.	



1.   CulVvaVng	a	steering	commiTee	of	leaders	
who	meet	every	other	week	to		
• share	informaVon	
• strategize	
• coordinate	efforts	
	

2.   Using	social	media,	events	and	direct	mail	to	
inform	and	engage	residents	
	

We Succeeded by






BoMom Rung MeeBngs










c(3)  
voter-ed 

c(4)  
endorsements  



• Protect Landowners Rights 
• Protect Local Jobs 
• Stop Higher Taxes 
• Stop Land Devaluation 
• Prevent Congestion, Crime, and Segregation in Waldorf 
• Move Forward with Cross County Connector 
• Promote "Balanced" Growth 
 

Our leaders need to 
• Stop Special Interests 
• Stop Gridlock in Waldorf 
• Listen to Voters 
• Listen to Charles County's Citizens 
 

The Balanced Growth Initiative 





Interagency Task Force Report: 

“Given impervious cover presently 

at the tipping point, the rate of 

forest loss, and the decline in 

health of the fish community in the 

estuary,  the current update may 

well represent the last opportunity 

to establish permanent protection 

of the Mattawoman’s resources 

and ecological functions.” 

We Succeeded by




We Succeeded by

4.	EducaVng	decision	makers	by	arranging	
presentaVons	by	experts	and	hosVng	ouVngs.			



We Succeeded by


5.	Building	strong	relaVonships	with	elected	and	
appointed	officials	who	support	smart	growth.		
	
6.	Being	visible	at	everything:	
• Planning	Commission	meeVngs	
• Town	Hall	meeVngs	
• Public	hearings	
• County	fair			



We Succeeded by

7.	Changing	Maryland	planning	law	to	improve	
accountability.	




